
    Curriculum Map-- Kings School District  (7
th
 grade Language Arts Reading-Literature)  

Big ideas Essential Questions  Skills/Standards Activities/Resources and their assessment 

 

 
 Imaginative texts can 
provide rich and timeless 
insights into universal 
themes, dilemmas and 
social realities of the 
world. Literary text 
represents complex stories 
in which the reflective and 
apparent thoughts and 
actions of human beings 
are revealed. Life therefore 
shapes literature and 
literature shapes life.  

 
 
 
Literary text, like all 
creative products, 
demonstrates style and 
craftsmanship. Readers can 
respond analytically and 
objectively to text when 
they understand the 
purpose or reason behind 
the author’s intentional 
choice of tools such as 
word choice, point of view 
and structure.  

 
 
 
 

 
• How does reading 

help people 
discover and 
understand what 
they are thinking? 

• How does reading 
shape what others 
think of us? 

• How are the 
common 
characteristics 
and techniques of 
good reading 
shared across 
genre? 

• What 
characteristics 
and techniques 
are unique to 
understanding 
specific genre? 

• What techniques 
does a good 
reader use? 

• What purposes 
does reading 
serve in the real 
world? 

 

Key Ideas and Details 

 Cite several pieces of 

textual evidence to 

support analysis of 

what the text says 

explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from 

the text. 

 Determine a theme or 

central idea of a text 

and analyze its 

development over the 

course of the text; 

provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

 Analyze how particular 

elements of a story or 

drama interact (e.g., 

how setting shapes the 

characters or plot). 

 

Craft and Structure 

 Determine the meaning 

of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, 

including figurative and 

connotative meanings; 

analyze the impact of 

rhymes and other 

repetitions of sounds 

(e.g., alliteration) on a 

specific verse or stanza 

Reading Goals 

• Learn to read like a writer:  Learn to use structure 
and characteristics of anchor text to understand 
meaningful text. 

• Gain insight into yourself through your reading. 
 
Establish Reading Process 

• Determining important ideas 
• Questioning 
• Inferring 
• Summarization 
• Connections 
• Synthesizing 
• Visualizing 
•  

 
Quarter 1-4 

• Independently selected novels (including literature 
circles) 

• Various nonfiction selections 
• Anchor texts 
• Various poetry 
• Guided novel, short story, and poetry selections 
• Opening poem 
• Elements of fiction plot charts 
• I.R. Quarterly reading activities 
• O.A.A. practice tests 
• Figurative Language study 
• Short/extended responses using specific quotes for 

examples 
• Connotation/Denotation focus 
• I have, Who has game 
• The Outsiders 
• Where I’m from poem 
• Cross curricular activity with S.S. concerning 

Greece and mythology- Ulysses 
• S.R.I. with modeling on comprehension 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Competent readers can 
synthesize information 
from a variety of sources 
including print, audio 
and visual. Comparing 
and contrasting text in a 
variety of forms or 
genres provides a full 
understanding of the 
author’s message/theme 
as well as the ideas 
being explored. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

In order to meet the 
rigorous demands of 
college and/or the 
workforce, students must 
be able to read and 
comprehend increasingly 
complex literary text. They 
must read widely and 
deeply from among a 
broad range of high-
quality, challenging text 
and develop the skill, 
concentration and stamina 

• What 
characteristics of 

   reading do I    
appreciate? 
 

of a poem or section of 

a story or drama. 

 Analyze how a drama’s 

or poem’s form or 

structure (e.g., 

soliloquy, sonnet) 

contributes to its 

meaning. 

 Analyze how an author 

develops and contrasts 

the points of view of 

different characters or 

narrators in a text. 

 

Integration of Knowledge and 

Ideas 

 Compare and contrast a 

story, drama, or poem 

to its audio, filmed, 

staged, or multimedia 

version, analyzing the 

effects of techniques 

unique to each medium 

(e.g., lighting, sound, 

color, or camera focus 

and angles in a film). 

 Compare and contrast a 

fictional portrayal of a 

time, place, or 

character and a 

historical account of 

the same period as a 

means of understanding 

how authors of fiction 

use or alter history. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



to read these text 
independently and 
proficiently.  
 
 

Range of Reading and Text 

Complexity  

 By the end of the year, 

read and comprehend 

literature, including  

stories, dramas, and 

poems, in the grades 6–

8 text complexity band   

proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the  

range. 

 

 
 
 
 
 


